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to Dr. James Burgess. Moreover, the Director-General lacked the
help of a proper staff of provincial surveyors, so that virtually he
'directed' no activities but his own and those of the assistants
working under him. With what ability and industry, however,
General Cunningham performed his task is abundantly evident in
his twenty-three volumes of Reports descriptive of twenty-three years'
touring.

At the time when he was first appointed (1862) it so happened
that the interest of the savants was much focused on problems of
ancient Indian geography, and more especially on the problems
raised by the then recently published records of Hsiian-tsang
and other Chinese pilgrims who visited India between the fourth
and seventh centuries A.D. General Cunningham therefore devoted
much time and thought to the ancient geography of India and to
the examination of the holy places of the Buddhists, with the main
idea of determining their identity and incidentally of gathering
together objects for display in museums. In those days modern
methods of scientific excavation were unknown, and such digging as
was attempted at Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, Sanchi, Taxila and other
sites was generally productive of more harm than good, since it
destroyed much archaeological evidence and was at the same time
disastrous to the remains brought to light. We must not, however,
blame General Cunningham or his colleague, Dr. Burgess, for what
explorers were at that time doing everywhere, in Europe as much as
in Asia and in Egypt, in the name of archaeology. In other respects
General Cunningham was a truly great pioneer, with an almost
uncanny instinct for arriving at the truth, even when, as sometimes
happened, his reasoning was at fault.

General Cunningham's Reports contained personal descriptions
of archaeological tours in specially interesting districts, and in the
volumes of the tours undertaken between 1862 and 1884 there is a